Responses of the vespertilionid bat Pipistrellus pipistrellus to five recently caught conspecifics confined to a wire-mesh cage, at distances of 50 and 5 m from their roosts, were recorded on 12 separate evenings at three roosts during pregnancy and lactation. When bats were confined 50 m from their roost, an almost 20-fold increase in the number of bats that passed across an open site around the cage was recorded and the strength of response (number of bat passes) increased with time. When the bats were 5 m from the roost there was an 80-fold increase in bat activity above the cage. Playbacks of recorded distress calls produced by single hand-held bats resulted in a more than three-fold increase in bat passes, but the response waned rapidly. The distress calls of recently caught P. pipistrellus were generally similar to those of individuals from the same colony held for longer in captivity, and differences in distress calls between two of the three colonies studied probably reflect differences in the physiological states of recorded bats, rather than the existence of colony-specific vocalizations. Distress calls probably function in attracting conspecifics which perform mobbing behaviour as an anti-predator response.
Distress calls are produced by birds and mammals when physically constrained, for example, by a predator (Frings & Jumber 1954; Schmidt & Johnson 1984) , and are distinct from alarm calls (Thompson et al. 1968; Starkey & Starkey 1973) . In the interval between being seized by a predator and death, the victim has an opportunity to behave in a way that could increase its chances of escape, or enhance the fitness of its kin.
Distress calls in bats have not been well documented, although they are defined as 'vocalisations produced while a bat is under physical duress' (Fenton et al. 1976) , and we adopt this definition here. Bats sometimes become confined accidentally in smooth-sided containers such as water tanks or buckets left inside attics, and often attract others to become caught as well. Bats in mist nets or traps may also attract conspecifics; thus it is clear that the distress calls of bats under physical duress have a strongly attractive function. Nevertheless, the role of distress calls among bats remains unclear (Fenton 1985) . Some bat species of the same family respond to the real or simulated distress calls of the tropical phyllostomid Artibeus jamaicensis (August 1979) and Tuttle (1976) found that the distress calls of small bats attract larger species as well as those of the same size as the caller. Lactating and postlactating little brown bats, Myotis lucifugus, divebombed a loudspeaker emitting broadband 'distress' calls, but showed no such response to a variety of other acoustic signals (Fenton et al. 1976) and Avery et al. (1984) showed that this species is attracted to conspecifics held in a mesh cage.
Distress calls have been particularly well described for birds (e.g. Hill 1986; Gaioni & Evans 1989; Aubin & Bremond 1992; Conover 1994) . Conover (1994) listed five hypothesized functions of distress calls: to warn kin, to request aid, to attract an audience, to attract another predator or to startle a predator.
